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White What Now?
White Savior: refers to a white person who 
provides help to non-white people in a self-
serving manner.

"White Savior Industrial Complex" refers 
explicitly to the damaging effects of white saviors who 
prioritize a "big emotional experience" achieved through 
minor acts of charity or activism over tackling larger issues 
like systematic oppression and corruption that plague many 
nations around the world – notably, issues that are often 
directly caused or perpetuated by the United States.

Western people going in to “fix” the problems of struggling 
nations/people of color without understanding their history, 
needs, or the region’s current state of affairs.
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Our Motivations
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https://everydayfeminism.com/2016/06/white-savior-problem/



Why Does This Matter?
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• White teachers make up the majority of teachers in the U.S.

• More than any other time in U.S. history, Black students are 
being educated by people who are not of their racial or 
cultural background. 

• ~87% of the United States elementary and secondary 
teachers are White, while only eight percent(8%) of those 
teachers are Black 



But… Is It Just White Folks?
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• Well…
• overwhelming number of teachers in an urban setting are white

•And…
• “Black teachers with white supremacist ideologies [are] just as dangerous 

as white folks who don’t understand culture”. — Dr. Chris Emdin, 
Columbia University



Effects
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• Leads to approaches and methodologies rooted in patronizing.

• Leads to paternalism: doing things to or for others rather than seeking to 
empower and build local capacity. 

• Robs agency and contributes to a shame-based identity and sense of 
helplessness

• Perpetuates poverty porn- passively awaiting rescue
(Kuja, 2019)

 



Why Does This Matter?
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• Teachers who disregard the impact of racism on Black children's schooling 
experiences, resources, communities, and parent interactions will do harm to 
children of color (Love, 2019).

• Many sex education efforts across the country have been designed for or by white 
people—drastically impacting the ability to successfully reach young people of 
color (Floyd, SIECUS).

• The impact of bias
• Language
• Funding
• Stats: Race as a risk factor



How This Shows Up…

Language and Stats:
• Underrepresented
• High Risk
• Cultural 

competency
• Inner city
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Actions:
• Adultification 
• Sexualized
• Erasure
• Bias
• Whitewashed
• Inaccurate
• Weaponized

Funding Cycles



Language
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Funding
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Stats
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• An increased proportion of Black and Hispanic teenage girls do not use any form of 
contraceptive method and over the last five years 

• Condom use declined in Black and Hispanic high school students

• Younger Black and Hispanic women were less likely to use effective hormonal and 
intrauterine forms of contraceptive

• Studies have shown that Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, and Pacific Islander 
populations have a high prevalence of STIs, such as chlamydia, syphilis, and 
gonorrhea





HEALTHY TEEN NETWORK



HI, I’M
STUART GETTY



Hi. I’m Stuart Getty.







WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
LEARN ABOUT GENDER 
FLUIDITY & NONBINARY 
PRONOUNS? 



IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
MAKE STUDENTS FEEL 
WELCOME? 





1 IN EVERY 5 GEN Z:
  “NOT STRAIGHT”



 1 IN 10 ARE 
NONBINARY!


















































