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POTENTIAL WARNING  
SIGNS OF SEX AND LABOR 
 

 

  RED FLAGS Sex 
Trafficking 

Labor 
Trafficking 

Both 

Has suddenly changed their appearance 
 Tattoos (branding) 
 Fake nails 
 Hair treatment (out of the ordinary or costly) 
 Jewelry 
 New clothing 

X   

Possession of hotel room keys X   
Large amounts of cash X   
Possession of Fake IDs X   
References to sexual situations or terminology beyond age-
specific norms 

X   

A sudden and drastic change in attention to personal 
hygiene 

X   

Has new, older friends X   
Dating partners that are much older X   
Frequent internet sites known for commercial sex  X   
Unexplained shopping trips X   
Uses language of “the life” or the commercial sex industry, 
such as referring to a boyfriends as a “daddy” or the streets 
as “the track” 

X   

Has untreated STIs (asking where to get tested) X   
Has had to terminate one or more pregnancies over a 
period of time. 

X   

Dating partners that are abusive, controlling X   
Talks about friends who seem too good to be true X   
Unexplained injuries (fractures, bruising, black eyes)  X  
Works excessively long hours or wants to have a job to pay 
for house expenses. 

 X  

Talks about jobs who seem too good to be true  X  
Was hired to do a new job with unreasonable benefits  X  
Spending the night at hotels   X 
Traveling without a verified purpose   X 
Parties in hotels and motels   X 
Someone else has their passport, drivers-license, etc.   X 

If you suspect Child Trafficking 

   Phone: 1-888-3737-888 
  Website: humantraffickinghotline.org 
  TTY:  711 
  Text:  233733 
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Coached or rehearsed responses to questions   X 
Attempt to conceal scars, tattoos or bruises   X 
Hyperarousal or symptoms of anger, panic, phobia, 
irritability, hyperactivity, frequent crying, temper tantrums, 
regressive behavior, and/or clinging behavior 

  X 

Hypoarousal or symptoms of daydreaming, inability to 
bond with others, inattention, forgetfulness, and/or 
shyness. 

  X 

Has become withdrawn from the family/friends and more 
secretive 

  X 

Numerous school absences   X 
Exhibits unusual and sudden fear and anxious behavior   X 
Runs away or is gone for long periods of time, reluctant to 
share where they were, who they were with 

  X 

 


